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Background information

The overall objective of COORP is to assist in the integration 
of the Albanian social sciences research community into the 
European Research Area through facilitation of networking 
opportunities and capacity development in research projects.

COORP is supported by PERFORM – a project of Swiss Agency 
for Development and Cooperation.

Workshop aim & approach 

With the aim to enhance research capacities in social sciences 
in Albania through greater rigour in research and particularly 
innovative methodologies, COORP will organise a 
tailored-made and targeted workshop for young researchers 
and mid-career. 

The workshop will focus on strengthening critical thinking and 
research design for better research. It will be geared towards 
providing the skills and knowledge required to design research 
that can be published in high impact journals, be considered 
for research grants, and be considered during policy deci-
sion-making processes. 

The workshop is designed to provide opportunity for hands on 
development of participants’ own research proposals and 
projects. These will be requested in draft form before the 
workshop begins, and participants will then work to refine 
these through the sessions of the course, with the aim of arriv-
ing at a stronger version of these by the end of the course. The 
course will be 4 days long and will take place in Tirana from 
7th to 10th November 2017.

Target group

This call is addressed to individuals who apply on the basis of 
their own merits and capacity. The main addressees of this 
call are researchers working in areas of social sciences and 
economics. Typically these would be young researchers or 
mid-career at universities or research institutes. PhD students 
in the later phase of their PHD are also encouraged to apply. 
Interdisciplinary backgrounds are equally welcomed. 

Application Documents 

Interested researchers should provide in their expression of 
interest:
1. A one page research proposal outlining a specific 
research interest/project you are currently working on or 
intend to develop in the near future;

2. A comprehensive CV, full contact details and publica-
tions. 

All information and documents have to be submitted in English, 
which is also the language of the workshop. Therefore a very 
good command of English will be a prerequisite.

All interested researchers shall express their interest the latest 
by 25th October, 17:00 via electronic means at the following 
address: info@coorp.al 

Use of database resulting from this call

The database  resulting from this call will be used exclusively for 
the selection and invitation of participants to attend this work-
shop. All data shall  remain confidential.

COORP may use this database only for internal purposes, such as  
sending out  invitations for future related activities and circulat-
ing information ensuing from the workshops and COORP activi-
ties.

Support for participation of selected researchers 

Researchers will not be remunerated for their participation in 
the workshop but their travel expenses (outside of Tirana) shall 
be reimbursed and they shall be provided with accommodation 
allowances in accordance with the relevant guidelines of 
PERFORM. Coffee breaks and lunch will be provided through the 
workshop. 

Selection criteria 

PERFORM, COORP and IDS, University of Sussex will jointly 
assess the applications and inform in writing all applicants of 
the selection results. 

Qualification and expertise as demonstrated in the documents 
provided in response to this call, as outlined above. Ability to 
use obtained knowledge/competencies in future,  concrete 
research projects and/or research grant applications. Ability to 
share knowledge/competencies with peers/students. Commit-
ment to engage, when possible and relevant, to the community 
of social sciences researchers in Albania set up by COORP and 
supported by PEPRFORM. 

Transparency

Documents presented at and a summary of each of the workshop 
days will be published on the COORP website and disseminated 
to all selected researchers for future reference.
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